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POSITION PURPOSE 
Perform specialized technical diagnostic ocular testing procedures for the contact lens unit in support of 
optometric and ophthalmic research services for the Kresge Eye Institute in the School of Medicine. 
 
ESSENTIAL JOB FUNCTIONS 
- Perform technical procedures in the examination, diagnosis and treatment of the eye.  Operate and 

maintain a variety of scientific instruments and equipment such as lensometer, retinascope, 
phoroptor, radiuscope and slit lamp. 

 
- Perform refractive measurements.  Evaluate patients refractive disorders and prescribe appropriate 

corrective visual aids, e.g. glasses and/or contact lenses.  Provide patient instruction on proper eye 
care and the use of visual aids, e.g. understanding of contact lens hygiene. 

 
- Prepare patients for diagnostic visual testing prior to selected corneal surgical procedures; maintain 

testing records and report findings to staff Ophthalmologist.  Perform all diagnostic procedures such 
as keratometry readings and slit lamp evaluation for ocular measurement and evaluation. 

 
- Maintain inventory of contact lens, equipment, supplies and solutions.  Order patient corrective 

lenses and other remedial visual aids.  Contact various vendor representatives to obtain current 
contact lens equipment and technology.  Clean, sterilize and maintain trial contact lenses for 
dispense. 

 
- Provide functional supervision to a small number (1-3) of patient care assistants; train in appropriate 

technical methods and procedures; distribute work and review for accuracy and completeness.  
Monitor appointment schedules to regulate patient flow.  Check and verify patient insurance 
coverage. 

 
- Perform special projects, e.g. assisting with surgical procedures, performing corneal tissue grafts for 

electron microscopy and participating in annual workshops and seminars to keep abreast of state of 
the art optometric or ophthalmic technology. 

 
- Perform related work as assigned. 
 
 
THIS DESCRIPTION IS INTENDED TO INDICATE THE KINDS OF TASKS AND LEVELS OF WORK DIFFICULTY THAT WILL BE REQUIRED OF POSITIONS THAT WILL BE GIVEN THIS 
TITLE AND SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED AS DECLARING WHAT THE SPECIFIC DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF ANY PARTICULAR POSITION SHALL BE.  IT IS NOT INTENDED TO 
LIMIT OR IN ANY WAY MODIFY THE RIGHT OF ANY SUPERVISOR TO ASSIGN, DIRECT AND CONTROL THE WORK OF EMPLOYEES UNDER THEIR SUPERVISION.  THE USE OF A 
PARTICULAR EXPRESSION OR ILLUSTRATION DESCRIBING DUTIES SHALL NOT BE HELD TO EXCLUDE OTHER DUTIES NOT MENTIONED THAT ARE OF SIMILAR KIND OR LEVEL 
OF DIFFICULTY. 
 
 



 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
This classification is designed to perform specialized paramedical procedures requiring the operation of 
technical equipment utilized in the examination, diagnosis and treatment of the eye.  Work activities 
demand optometric training and experience with considerable emphasis in contact lens fitting, 
retinoscopy and refraction techniques.  Functional supervision is exercised over a small number (1-3) of 
patient care assistants.  This classification is generally located in the Department of Ophthalmology, 
Kresge Eye Institute, in the School of Medicine.  This classification works with considerable 
independence and receives review and direction from staff Ophthalmologists, the Chair and a 
management level position. 
 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS 
- High school graduate or equivalent combination of education and/or experience; training in an 

optometric and/or ophthalmic program with emphasis in contact lenses. 
 
- Considerable knowledge of and experience in contact lens fitting. 
 
- Completion of certification program by National Eye Research Foundation or Contact Lens Society 

preferred. 
 
- Strong organizational skills; keen attention to detail. 
 
- Typically, incumbents have worked in an optometric or ophthalmic practice or laboratory setting. 
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